		Coastal business networking expo set mid-November
The Coastal Technical Assistance Center will host Annual Coastal Connect: Business Matchmaking & Networking Expo 9 a.m.-noon Thursday, November 19 at the Coastal Center, 426 Ardoyne Drive in Thibodaux (on Nicholls State University campus).
The event, in coordination with CPRA and the Louisiana APEX Accelerator, is designed to connect prime contractors and subcontractors working in the coastal and water management sector. It will include business matchmaking (structured "speed dating" meetings) and open networking with industry partners.
Register here for the event. Questions? Email Program Director Paige Gisclair.
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		Grant Program accepting applications 'til Nov. 11
Until Nov. 11, the Fourchon Energy Association is accepting applications for its 2026 Community Grant Program, which provides support to nonprofit organizations and initiatives that serve residents of Terrebonne, Lafourche and Grand Isle.
Organiziations' work must strengthen communities through education, health and human services, youth development, environmental stewardship, community improvement or other efforts that enhance the quality of life. Click here for more information and applications.
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		Infrastructure development program now open
Louisiana Economic Development has announced the second round of Louisiana FastSites, a loan program to spur infrastructure development preparing sites for economic development.
Competitive projects must be development-ready and able to begin construction activities within nine months, include matching funds and demonstrate a path to repayment. Funds can be used for road improvements, land and property improvements, utilities, rail access and site optioning on land that will be promoted for economic development.
Deadline for applications is Dec. 1. Click here for more information and to download the application.
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		Business organizations' events
Learn strategies to retain your employees Nov. 12
Bayou Society of Human Resource Management will feature Meagan West, founder of Westward Strategies for "Stay Awhile: The Real Work Behind Retention" during its luncheon Thursday, Nov. 12, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plantation Inn, 1381 W. Tunnel Blvd. in Houma. Learn about how leadership, culture, growth and connection impact whether employees stay or leave. Registration for non-members costs $30; $20 for Bayou SHRM members. Register here.
End-of-the-year free business networking mixer Nov. 10
Get ready to mix and mingle with women who are growing their businesses, careers and community work at the Women's Business Alliance of the Bayou Region's year-end free networking mixer, 5:30-7 p.m. at the Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of Commerce office, 6133 Hwy. 311. Register here.
SCIA welcomes Dr. Loren Scott to Nov. 17 luncheon
South Central Industrial Association will feature economist Dr. Loren Scott for his annual outlook, at its Tuesday, Nov. 17 luncheon at the Thibodaux Wellness Center. Networking begins at 11:15 a.m. with lunch at noon. Tickets cost $30; deadline is 5 p.m. Oct. 13 for registration. Register here.
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		Online training to start or grow your business
SCORE and the Louisiana Small Business Development Center offer free or low-cost online training for startup and existing businesses on various topics, including:
· "DIY HR: Smart or Scary?" will be 10 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 4. Register here.
· "How to Prepare Your Taxes for Business Owners" will be online at 9-11 a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 10. Register here.
· "The Content Repurposing System: Create Once, Use Everywhere" will be 9 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 11. Register here.
· "Special Topics in Real Estate and Finance" will be 1-3 p.m. Friday, Nov. 13. Register here.
· "Starting & Financing a Small Business" will be 10 a.m.-noon Wednesday, Nov. 18. Register here.
· "Exempt, Non-Exempt or Independent Contractor" will be 10 a.m.-noon Wednesday, Nov. 18. Register here.
· "Put AI to Work: Streamline Your Everyday Business Tasks" will be 3-4 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 19. Register here.
· "Cash Flow Management" will be 10-11:30 a.m. Friday, Nov. 20. Register here.
· "Zeroing in on Specific Soft Skills for the Workplace" will be 9 a.m. Friday, Nov. 20. Topics include teamwork, communication, emotional intelligence, customer service, conflict resolution, respect and civility. Register here.
Find more training opportunities from LSBDC and with SCORE.
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