			[image: ]







			[image: ]







			[image: ]
		[image: ]





Houma shipyard one of three to build drone ships for Navy
Three Louisiana companies – Saronic, HII and Galliano Marine Service – were announced to each build 10 medium unmanned surface vessels, or MUSVs, at about $40 million per hull, the Navy’s acting direct reporting portfolio manager for robotic and autonomous systems Chris Miller told reporters in a virtual roundtable Tuesday.
“The production will begin immediately at shipyards in Loreauville, Houma, and Franklin, Louisiana, with deliveries starting as early as the fourth quarter of [Fiscal Year] 2027,” Miller said.
To read more about the announcement, click here.
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		Fletcher seeking small businesses for new program
Fletcher Technical Community College recently was awarded a $5 million Empower to Grow (E2G) grant from the SBA to upskill workers for small businesses working or interested in serving the shipbuilding and maritime industries.
The grant will provide training in two tracks. The first will be various skills including welding, ship fitting, pipe fitting and marine electrical. The second will be short, in-person modules for small business owners and managers to prepare them for contracting in the shipbuilding industry. English as a second language will also be taught in wrap-around services.
If interested, contact Ethan Guidry, Director of Business Development, at 448-7994 or ethan.guidry@fletcher.edu.
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		Business organizations' events
Addressing incivility in workplace Oct. 8 in Thibodaux
Bayou Society of Human Resource Management will feature Joe Hamilton III, MBA, addressing "Can You Afford Incivility? Understanding and Addressing Incivility in the Workplace" during its luncheon Thursday, Oct. 8, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at The Oaks in Thibodaux. Registration for non-members costs $30; $20 for Bayou SHRM members. Register here.
WBA offers "Mentoring Moment" with Athena Award recipient
The Women's Business Alliance of the Bayou Region will host a "Mentoring Moment" with the organization's 2025 Athena Award recipient, Mary Lynn Bisland, executive director of TARC. The event, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of Commerce office, 6133 Hwy. 311, costs $15 including lunch for members, $25 for nonmembers and is free for members not partaking of lunch. Register here.
SCIA welcomes Bollinger Shipyard to Oct. 20 luncheon
South Central Industrial Association will feature Ben Bordelon, president and CEO of Bollinger Shipyard, at its Tuesday, Oct. 20 luncheon at the Thibodaux Wellness Center. Networking begins at 11:15 a.m. with lunch at noon. Tickets cost $30; deadline is 5 p.m. Oct. 13 for registration. Register here.
LCTCS president to speak at joint chamber luncheon Oct. 28
The Chambers of Commerce of Houma-Terrebonne, Lafourche and Thibodaux will jointly present a talk by Richard Nelson, president of the Louisiana Community and Technical College System at the Wednesday, Oct. 28 luncheon, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Courtyard By Marriott, 142 Library Drive in Houma. Cost is $35 for members, $45 for non-members. Register through the various chambers.
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		Online training to start or grow your business
SCORE and the Louisiana Small Business Development Center offer free or low-cost online training for startup and existing businesses on various topics, including:
· "Forget the Business Cards: 5 Unique Steps to Network with Intention and Confidence" will be 9 a.m. Friday, Oct. 2; Register here.
· "Avoiding HR Pitfalls for Small and Medium Business" will be online 11 a.m. Monday, Oct. 5. Register here.
· "Estate Planning for Business Owners" will be online at noon, Monday, Oct. 5. Register here.
· "Special Topics in Real Estate and Finance" will be 1 p.m. Friday, Oct. 9. Register here.
· "Preparing for a Business Loan: What to Expect and How to Get Ready" will be 9 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 10. Register here.
· "AI Driven Social Media: Train AI to Plan and Write Your Posts" will be 6 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 13. Register here.
· "What Could Go Wrong? Managing Risk in Your Business" will be 10 a.m.-noon, Wednesday, Oct. 14. Register here.
· "Master Your Money: Financial Planning Made Simple" will be online 5 p.m., Monday, Oct. 19. Register here.
· "Access to Capital Webinar: Government Contracting" will be 9-11 a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 20. Register here.
· "From One Good Campaign to a Marketing System that Grows Your Business" will be noon, Monday, Oct. 26. Register here.
· "Managing Your Business with Quickbooks" will be 9 a.m.-noon Wednesday, Oct. 28. Register here.
· "Supervising Others: A Survival Guide for the New Supervisor" will be 9 a.m. Friday, Oct. 30. Register here.
Find more training opportunities from LSBDC and with SCORE.
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