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		You may receive a tariff refund from your shipper
Some shippers -- like FedEx, DHL and UPS -- that acted as customs brokers for imported packages and received tariff refunds from the U.S. government have started passing those refunds to their customers.
The refunds are being sent out in phases based on the date tariffs were paid. Used FedEx for your shipments? Enter tracking numbers on a portal to see whether you're due a refund.
Other companies are using the refunded tariff money to lower prices for customers. Read more.
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	SBA opens disaster loan outreach center in Houma
The Small Business Administration has opened a Disaster Loan Outreach Center in Houma to assist businesses, private nonprofit organizations and residents affected by Tropical Storm Arthur, which occurred June 17-24.
SBA customer service representatives will be on hand 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday through Friday on the second floor of the Terrebonne Parish Main Library (151 Library Drive in Houma) to answer questions and assist with the disaster loan process. Walk-ins are welcome and in-person appointments can be scheduled at appointment.sba.gov. The center will be closed Monday, Sept. 7 for Labor Day.
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		Tax credit offered for expanded paid family leave
The Department of Treasury and IRS have released guidance on businesses' adoption of expanded paid family and medical leave as provided in the Working Families Tax Cuts Act.
Tax credits are available for businesses offering up to 12 weeks paid medical and family leave to employees. According to Notice 2026-28, employers can claim the credit for employees with six months of service and part-time employees working 20 or more hours per week. Employers can claim the credit to pay for insurance premiums to provide the leave or wages paid during the leave.
The available tax credits range from 12.5% to 25% of wages paid to qualifying employees for up to 12 weeks of family and medical leave per year.
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	Feds change CDL regulation, impacting visa holders
The federal government is implementing some new regulations in 2026 that stand to impact CDL drivers when gaining a new license or renewing one.
One change impacting Louisiana license holders restricts which visa holders can have a CDL (only H-2A, H2-B and E2) for one year and have their immigration status verified through the Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements program.
Also, the CDL skills test has been changed to more accurately reflect modern trucks and common driving situations, including forward stopping, straight-line backing, forward offset tracking and reverse offset backing.
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	LDWF announces seafood industry grant program
Commercial fishermen, vessel owners, processors, charter fishermen and others in the industry have been pre-approved for grant funds in the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries' $27.1 million grant program to help with recovery from Hurricanes Ida and Laura.
Pre-qualified applicants will receive an award letter. The department will launch an online portal for eligible recipients to claim their payments, which will range from $200 to $2,500. Amounts are determined based on license, tax ID numbers and trip ticket data from the last five years; individuals are urged to visit https://louisianaoutdoors.com/under the licensing section to confirm their tax ID is correct. Funds are anticipated for distribution after Oct. 1, 2026.
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	New law cracks down on debit-card surcharges
Beginning Aug. 1, businesses are prohibited from charging a fee for consumers' use of debit cards for transactions.
Louisiana Act 171 stops retail businesses from passing along the cost of debit transactions from banks and payment services on to customers in the form of surcharges. It doesn't stop retailers from raising their prices overall to cover those costs.
The new law gives relief to consumers if they are charged a surcharge for using a debit card, with the ability to file a written notice of the violation to the business; if it is refunded within 30 days, there is no further action to be taken. It also asserts the Attorney General's office will create a toll-free number and an electronic reporting system for consumers to report violations. Violations can carry a $500 penalty per action.
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SBA creates competition to strengthen supply chains
The SBA is launching the Critical Suppliers Prize Competition, a national contest to strengthen U.S. manufacturing and critical industry supply chains by expanding capacity at key chokepoints.
The competition will award up to $20 million in non‑dilutive capital, including as many as six prizes with a maximum of $6 million each, to small businesses that demonstrate the capacity to rapidly scale domestic production through measurable, enduring supply chain solutions. Contestants must have a business strategy that provides tangible deliverables on:
· Advanced Metals Manufacturing, including rapid tooling, precision casting and forging, heat treated components, strategic and critical minerals, and rare earth element recovery and magnet production;
· Advanced Materials Manufacturing, including large format additive manufacturing and materials transformation; or
· Energy Systems, Energetics and Components, including nuclear energy, battery energy storage systems and standardization efforts.
﻿There is no fee for entry. Submissions should be emailed directly to investinnovate@sba.gov by Aug. 28, 2026 11:59 pm ET to be considered.
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		BCF Annual nonprofit conference set Oct. 8
The Bayou Community Foundation will hold its annual nonprofit conference, with the theme "Lead, Grow, Inspire", Oct. 8 at Fletcher Technical Community College.
﻿﻿With general sessions and breakout workshops, the event will explore practical strategies for effective leadership, organizational growth, fundraising, marketing and advancing missions. Breakfast and lunch is included; registration costs $90. For a sponsorship, email jennifer@bayoucg.org.
To purchase tickets by credit card, click here. To use a check, click here.
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		Business organizations' events
Ethical Decision Making session set Sept. 10
Bayou SHRM will feature "The Gray Area Isn't Optional: Ethical Decision-Making When HR, Leadership and Employees Collide" with Casey Boudreaux of Boudreaux Business Consulting at its luncheon Thursday, Sept. 10 at the Plantation Inn, 1381 W. Tunnel Blvd in Houma. Registration for non-members costs $30; $20 for Bayou SHRM members. Register here.
SCIA welcomes Chevron manager to Sept. 17 luncheon
South Central Industrial Association will feature Leland Stafford, General Manager of Business Performance & Finance for Chevron, at its Thursday, September 17 luncheon at the Courtyard Marriott in Houma. Networking begins at 11:15 a.m. with lunch at noon. Tickets cost $30; deadline is 5 p.m. Sept. 8 for registration. Register here.
Secretary of State to speak at joint chamber luncheon Sept. 29
The Chambers of Commerce of Houma-Terrebonne, Lafourche and Thibodaux will jointly present a talk by Louisiana Secretary of State at their luncheon 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 29 at Thibodaux Wellness Center, 726 N. Acadia Road in Thibodaux. Cost is $35 for members, $45 for non-members. Register through the various chambers; Terrebonne members register here.
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		Online training to start or grow your business
SCORE and the Louisiana Small Business Development Center offer free or low-cost online training for startup and existing businesses on various topics, including:
· "AI for Marketing: A Beginner’s Guide for Small Business Owners" will be 11 a.m.-noon Wednesday, Sept. 2; Register here.
· "Face to Face Sales" will be online 5-7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 3. Register here.
· "Income Taxes for Small Business" will be 5- 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 9. Register here.
· "Build Your Brand: Create A Strong Foundation for Business Success" will be noon Wednesday, Sept. 9. Register here.
· "Employee Culture & Retention" will be online 9 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 12. Register here.
· "How to Create Snazzy Graphics for Social Media Step-by-Step Demo" will be 5 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 16. Register here.
· Pricing for Profit: How to Set Prices That Support Your Business" will be 6-7:30 Thursday, Sept. 17. Register here.
· "Interviewing for Retention" will be online at 9 a.m. Friday, Sept. 18. Register here.
· "Helping Build and Repair Your Credit" will be 9 a.m. Monday, Sept. 21. Register here.
· "Am I Ready to Give Up My Weekly Paycheck and Start My Own Business?" will be 5 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 24. Register here.
· "Preparing for a Business Loan: What to Expect and How to Get Ready" will be 3-4 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 27. Register here.
Find more training opportunities from LSBDC and with SCORE.
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